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place and protected for selfish ends by the European 
powers, whose spirit of greed and empire has sur- 
vived so conspicuously in its dealings with that 
region, in spite of their progress in the application of 
the principles and policies of the pacifists in dealing 
with each other. 

The maintenance of peace cannot be expected 
under such conditions. The pacifists, who have been 
so far a comparatively small folk and have not had 
the means with which to push their propaganda into 
many parts of the world, are therefore not in any way 
responsible for the breaking down of peace in the 
Balkan peninsula. The failure to keep the peace 
must be charged to the imperialism which has domi- 
nated that section and to the European powers who 
have iniquitously maintained it for their own ends. 
Indeed, there has been no peace there to break down. 
What has existed for long generations has been 
essentially war, in its deepest spirit and essence. The 
smoldering fires have at last burst forth into a raging 
conflagration and are wasting and consuming the 
land. And whatever the outcome of the present 
conflict may be, there can never be a real and assured 
peace in the Balkan peninsula until it is imbued with 
the principles and policies which the pacifists have 
been promulgating for nearly a ceutury, namely, the 
right of peoples freely to dispose of themselves, the 
application of the Golden Rule in international af- 
fairs, the substitution of mutual race respect and 
confidence for contempt, abuse and distrust. The 
sooner the powers of Europe and the inhabitants of 
the Balkan peninsula learn this, the better for their 
own security and honor and for the peace and order 
of the rest of the world. The peace party of the 
world will continue its propaganda in behalf of these 
principles and the new international order which will 
be their legitimate fruit until love is substituted for 
hatred and law for lawlessness between all peoples 
and governments. 



The Inherent Weakness of Militarism. 

One of the most striking lessons of the war now 
raging in the Balkan peninsula is that of the inherent 
weakness and destructiveness of militarism. The les- 
son, however, did not need to be taught again. History 
is full of it. All of the military kingdoms and empires 
in the past perished either by reason of the jealousies 
and dissensions which sprung naturally up within them, 
the hostilities engendered by them outside of their bor- 
ders, or because of the internal corruptions and rotten- 
ness which are the fruit of the system. The harvest is 
sometimes long delayed, but it always comes in the end. 

One hardly needs to allude to the sudden collapse of 
the Turkish imperialism and militarism as if it were a 
strange thing. The collapse would have occurred long 
ago but for the support thrown around the "sick man" 
by certain European powers. 

But the thing chiefly to be noted is the helplessness 
of Europe, in spite of her great military and naval 



establishments, in the presence of the situation in the 
Near East. The European powers, under the terms of 
the Hague Conventions, were solemnly pledged to try 
to prevent the conflict which has occurred, but they 
were so blinded and paralyzed by their own greed and 
selfishness, so lulled into inactivity by the sense of secur- 
ity given them by their great armaments, and so tram- 
meled by their mutual suspicions and fears that they 
seem not to have known that the storm was at hand. 
How to proceed after it had burst, they seem to have 
had no idea. Their diplomatic pourparlers as to what 
they should do to bring the war to an end have been 
pitiable in the extreme. They have been bound hand 
and foot by their great military establishments and the 
spirit behind these. At the moment of this writing, in- 
stead of unitedly attempting to do something to induce 
the allies and Turkey to cease fighting, they are appar- 
ently dividing into two camps, the Triple Alliance on 
one side and the Triple Entente on the other. The re- 
sult of this, if it really takes place, will be to prolong 
the -war and the awful sufferings from famine and dis- 
ease which are following in its wake. If in this situa- 
tion the long-talked-of general war in Europe does not 
occur, it will be next to a miracle. None of the na- 
tions want this war. Indeed, they are all anxious to 
avoid it, though they are one and all pursuing policies 
which, if continued, make it inevitable. Even if the 
powers of Europe come to some agreement and act in 
common, it seems almost sure that they will take such 
a course in regard to the Turkish power as will leave 
the seeds of future war widely sown in the peninsula. 
Militarism is a deadly upas tree. 

The Balkan war is the final condemnation, not only 
of the Turkish imperialism and militarism which has 
broken down with internal decay, but also of the whole 
system of European militarism which has rendered the 
governments of Europe powerless to lift a hand to do a 
good deed at a very critical moment. If the nations 
and peoples of Europe would only open their eyes and 
use a little historic sense, they would immediately dis- 
cover that until they abandon their present rivalry and 
begin in good faith to reduce their armies and navies 
and to act like sane men, Europe will continue to suffer 
from periodic war scares, or, worse still, from bloody 
and desolating conflicts like that which is now ravaging 
the Balkan peninsula. 



The Anglo-German Understanding 
Conference. 

We estimate that there are today over three hundred 
international organizations, and that during the year 
1912 there have been approximately one hundred and 
thirty international conferences. One of the most sig- 
nificant of these gatherings was the Anglo-German 



